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Dr. Koskinen has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Linguistics from Carleton University in Ottawa (1982), and a Masters and a Doctorate in Linguistics from the University of Toronto (1992, 1998). She also did post-doctoral research at the University of British Columbia 1998-2001. In her research, she has specialized in the study of word-order (syntax), word-formation (morphology), and first language acquisition. 

Dr. Koskinen has been teaching Linguistics since 1995, first at the University of Toronto, then at the University of British Columbia, and since January 2003 at Kwantlen University College. At Kwantlen currently two first-year linguistics courses are offered, introducing students to general linguistics. However, she has taught courses at all levels of undergraduate study in various aspects of linguistics (theoretical linguistics, first and second language acquisition, sociolinguistics, etc.). 

Päivi Koskinen’s exotic-sounding name is due to her Finnish heritage, and her first language is Finnish. Since a very young age she has been interested in languages and cultures around the world, and, during and in between study and work, has spent years traveling around Europe, North and South America, the Middle East, and Far East Asia. Along the way she has studied and learned eight languages: Swedish (a second official language in Finland), English, French, German, Hebrew, Japanese, Mandarin and Spanish. At the moment she is enrolled in her third course in Mandarin, and brushing up on Spanish and German for summer travel.

Working at the Department on Modern Languages at Kwantlen is like a dream come true: there isn’t a need to pack a suitcase, since The World has come to work in the form of colleagues and students from all over the globe. She retains her wonder at the diversity of languages and cultures around the globe and brings this passion to her work in teaching Linguistics. 
